
Anticipated need could be cut
to 40Q MomesjDer year

THE anticipated annual
housing need for Guildford of
mote than 600 homes could
be slashed following the
release of new government
figures.

At the end of last year, it
was suggested that based on
the period 2001 to 2031, be-
tween 620 and B16 homes
would have to be built in the
borough each year to meet
demand.

However, figures onhouse-
hold projections released by

the Office for National
Statistics on Friday suggest
the need is much smaller.

The government has a
household projection in 2001
of 52,000, and for 2031 the
number is expected' to be
64,000, This is an increase of
12,000 homes - 400 per year.

The higher figure of be-
tween 620 to 816 homes was
revealed in December by
Guildfbrd Borough Council*
and produced by GL Hearn,
consultants hired by the local

authority. This will be used hi
creating a local plan for
Guildford that wiH outline
development in the borough
up to 2031.

GL Heam will now consid-
er whether the government
projections will affect its pre-
dicted number of annual
homes, a figure that was criti-
cised by countryside cam-
paigners who felt It would
lead to development of the
borough's protected green
belt.

A spokesman for the
Guildford Greenbelt Group
said: "We welcome the fact
that the Department for
Communities and Local
Government projections cov-
ep the period for the entirety
of the local plan.

"New government guide-
lines make it clear that these
should be used as the most
current basis for assessment
of housing need. Guildford
Borough Council commis-
sioned a combined strategic

housing market
(SHMA), published in
December 2014, and this in-
cluded consultancy model-
ling in order to calculate pro-
jected population growth on
a local basis.

"However, that modelling
of future population within
the SHMA has now been
superseded.

"The official projections
include the expected growth
for all segments of the popu-
lation, including inward

migration. These projections
include Guildford.* 3s a dis-
trict, as one etenupt of re-
gional and national projec-
tions. .Utis ensures that the
projections for the whole
country are properly Inte-
grated, avoiding anomalies.*

The spokesman added:
"Government guidelines
make it clear that these pro-
jections should now be used.

"We think that the new of-
ficial projections mean there
should be a very substantial

fall in the housing need cal-
culation produced by
Guildford Borough Council.

"That calculation of hous-
ing requirements will also be
subject to constraints in rela-
tion to the green belt."

A spokesman for the coun-
cil said: "We have asked GL
Heam to consider the impli-
cations of the new projec-
tions on the figures contained
in the draft SHMA. .This work
will be completed shortly
and we will then be in a posi-

tion to comment further."
'The adoption of a new lo-

cal plan for Guildford Ijas
been far from a smooth proc-
ess, with widespread criti-
cism, and delay.

After the public consulta-
tion attracted thousands of

, responses, council leader
Stephen Mansbridge said
more time was needed to as-
sess the submissions.

Guildford MP Anne Milton
was also critical; claiming it
lacked vision and ambition.
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